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Once again our Newsletter and Journal are late and I have 
to apologise as I have had to do both in addition to handling 
quite a few other issues.

The inaugural Billie Crawford Memorial Lecture was held 
on Thursday 24th May, at the Slim Dusty Centre. Dr Julie 
McIntyre from Newcastle University gave a very interesting 
talk on migration heritage, although there were issues with 
the Public Address system. We have had suggestions since 
then that we should hold a morning tea to remember Billie.

Unfortunately one of our Vice-Presidents, Dr Noeline Kyle, 
has resigned due to ill health. As well as providing close 
support to myself in areas such as publishing, research and 
grant applications, Noeline has been a mentor and inspiration 
to so many of us here including myself, and will be greatly 
missed. We wish her a full recovery and hope to keep in 
touch in the future.

Our next new publication The Macleay Valley: A collection 
of early history writings edited by Noeline and Dianne Nolan 
is nearing completion and will be one of our best yet. It covers 
a most interesting period in our Macleay history and I think 
to have so much of our Society’s writing talent concentrated 
in the one publication will make it a stand out work.

Congratulations to volunteer Ken Brown on being selected 
for a placement with the Australian Museum towards the 
end of this year. The Member for Oxley, Melinda Pavey MP, 
and the Minister for the Arts, Don Harwin MLC, announced 
Mr Brown as one of the recipients of this year’s Museums 
& Galleries NSW Fellowship, Mentorship & Volunteer 
Placement program. The Fellowship, Mentorship and 
Volunteer Placement Program is a Create NSW devolved 
funding program administered by Museums & Galleries of 
NSW through annual Small Grants funding of $300,000. 

The Development Application for the Dondingalong Church 
replica is with the Department of Lands pending Property 
Owners permission.

On 4 June I was invited to speak at the Kempsey Macleay 
Pensioner’s League. My subject was “What’s in a Name?” 
about various locality and street names on the Macleay.

I was invited to attend the West Kempsey Rotary Changeover 
Meeting on Tuesday 5 June as the Society was listed to receive 

a donation from their distribution of funds for the year. I was 
presented with a cheque for $1,000 which I explained would 
go towards our new Microfilm Reader. Thanks to Garry 
Munday who advised there were funds available so we could 
put in an application on time. 

Australian Geographic will feature the Macleay Valley in a 
forthcoming edition. I was interviewed by journalist Peter 
Meredith as part of the article and given a draft to proof read. 
The article should be very impressive when published with 
photographs in this prestigious magazine.

On Monday, 30 July, Richard Mohr and I attended the 
presentation of grant funding to Kempsey-Macleay RSL Sub-
Branch at the Willawarrin War Memorial by the Minister for 
Veterans affairs, David Elliott. The Willawarrin Memorial 
has 120 names of servicemen and women from World Wars 
1 and 2 and will be replicated on a new base secure from 
damage by tree roots and moisture. I have offered help in 
checking spelling of names for the new plaques to Terry 
Flynn, who put in the grant application.  

Dianne MacDonald has returned and will commence her oral 
history project with local aged care facilities.  We purchased 
a new Zoom H2N Digital Voice Recorder for use.

Phil Lee

Museum Report

Donations this quarter have been the wedding dress of Mrs 
Youdale, an early bookstand, framed photographs of Miles 
Dunphy on his 1920 Myall Lakes trip, and two oars from the 
flood boat used to rescue the Harvey and Selwyn families 
during the 1949 flood,  

The new Viewscan Microfilm Reader is now up and working 
and I have started training for volunteers in using it.  I aim to 
have at least one volunteer trained for each day of the week.  
It will not be available for the general public to use, only 
Museum volunteers who have done training should use it.  
Care is to be taken with the microfilm, put away after use. 
 
The new box gutters have been completed and a recent good 
rain event proved they work. Some new LED lighting has 
been installed and have made some difference to the main 
part of the Museum.  Kempsey Shire Council also organised 
for the louvres and windows to be cleaned so the Museum is 
looking really good after some years.



Photography Report

The Angus McNeil collection of photographs is still growing 
although Debbie can see that light at the end of the tunnel 
after all the years she has been scanning our glass negatives.  
We’ve had a busy time lately.  Debbie has unearthed more 
glass negatives just when we thought we were running out.  
We aren’t quite sure what we are going to do with them as 
the storage area, or dungeon, as we affectionately call their 
final resting place is close to being full.  Ken has kindly made 
us some more boxes so we are still in business of boxing 
them. To date we have entered 31,372 images from the 
Angus McNEil collection into the photo catalogue out of a 
total of 64,332.

As anyone who uses the photo catalogue knows, for the past 
four years the Filemaker Pro programme has been corrupted 
and some of the functions just don’t work. Judy contacted 
Filemaker Pro programmer David from Port Macquarie and 
he was engaged to work on the programme and stabilise it.  
This was completed on 31 August and we now have a stable 
photograph database although it doesn’t contain all of the 
previous data.  This will have to be manually added so we 
still have a bit of work to do.  David also made some changes 
to the layout of the database and suggested some workflow 
changes to avoid destabilising the programme again.

Unless there is another theme for a display in our gallery 
section, we have a number of miscellaneous photographs 
dated “1918” which are quite interesting and would otherwise 
never be seen.  Any other suggestions would be welcome.   
Judy Waters

Research Report

From June to August we received 52 requests for research.

Family names included: Hanrahan, Brady, Frederick Arthur 
Dyson, Forde Leathley, Roeth, Wedlock, Schweicker, Blogg, 
Faber, Hodgson, Borger, Cassin, Martin, Rose, Panton, 
Nance, Washington, Glashof, Duncan, Gildea, Kesby, Frank 
Charters, Kelly, Bradshaw, Emerton, Chelman, Rowe, 
Moran, Oxenbridge and Mooney.

Topics included: Defensive works on Armidale Road during 
World War 2, Crescent Head surfing, 1942 RAAF Aircraft 
Crash at Collombatti, various topics on Aboriginal History, 
and West Kempsey School 1951-1958.

Locations; 11 Simpson Street, South West Rocks; 4684 
Armidale Road; Kempsey Talkies dance hall; Eungai 
Highway deviation.

Since establishing our database in January 2015, we have 
scoped or processed over 500 requests for research.  

On Friday 15 June Dianne Nolan and Phil Lee joined the 
Kempsey U3A Walking Group to visit the Wauch graves at 
Yessabah.  A short talk on the Wauchs was given and new 
photographs taken. 

We had an email from two schoolchildren from Fromelles, 
France (Ecole de Cobbers) asking for information for a 
school project on Frederick Arthur Dyson who died at the 
Battle of Fromelles 102 years ago.  We sent a copy of one of 
our Journals plus photographs. 

Council have accepted our suggested names of Burrayi and 
Dhalayi for roads near Bellbrook, and Friarbird for a road 
in Yarravel and put these up for public comment.  Other 
streets approved were Clementina and Watt in the Northside 
subdivision in North Street.

Two recent enquiries resulted from our Newsletters after 
they were posted to our website.

The first was received via FaceBook re our article on ex- 

Prisoner-of-War Neville Cavanagh of Willawarrin and his 
survival of the sinking of the Lisbon Maru. The wreck has 
now been found off the coast of China.

The second was on our story of the visit to our Museum by 
Hubert Macklin descendant, Dr Jonathan Wooding, Professor 
of Celtic Studies at Sydney University. Dr Breandản Mac 
Suibhne of Centenary University, New Jersey, provided 
information on Hubert’s early life in Ireland and together 
they wrote his story which was published in the Irish Times 
and made mention of our Society. 

Hubert Patrick Macklin was Kempsey’s first Town Clerk 
and the headstone of Hubert and his wife with its Gaelic 
inscription in West Kempsey cemetery has intrigued many 
over the years.  The article is to be found here: https://
www.irishtimes.com/culture/books/the-informer-who-
disappeared-in-1856-and-has-shown-up-again-1.3522569

We have received an enquiry from the Warner Brothers 
television show “Who Do You Think You Are” regarding 
a local family.  We have assisted with copying family data 
from one of the descendants and making it available to the 
researcher.  We do not know the celebrity being researched 
but hopefully all will be revealed in due course.

Carol Smallman is making good progress in arranging the 
Dulcie Bowden collection of research material and some 
valuable information is being discovered,
Dianne Nolan
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Dianne Nolan came up with the idea of binding our Journals 
into books, about fifty issues per volume, and having them 
professionally bound to keep in our Library.  I have Gary 
Marshall working on a design for the contents and title pages 
and will get quotes from our bookbinder next time he calls 
in.

The renewal of the Clyde Street Mall flood marker has been 
completed with us supplying the digital images used in 
the artwork.  Although I was unable to attend the official 
opening, someone who was there said our Society was 
favourably mentioned.

The Shorty Ranger piano has been located in storage and I 
have cleared a space for it in the front of the shed.  This was 
donated about two years ago but due to a lack of space was 
put into storage with a removalist.
Phil Lee


